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The 2004 Treasure Trove includes primary sources collected for Teaching American History
participants. Treasure Trove documents vividly depict large themes in American history that are
played out in local South Carolina contexts. Grouped chronologically as well as by theme, the
documents provide deeper insights into American history from post-Reconstruction to the
present.

With primary sources, students interpret historical events through the words and images left
by real people inhabiting a living past. Further, local primary sources personalize broad topics
such as Jim Crow segregation, providing powerful experiences in constructing historical
understanding. Working with primary sources develops critical analysis and creative thinking. Of
course, primary documents can also be used to teach English and language arts, math and
science.

Maijor repositories of South Carolina primary sources include the South Carolina Department
of Archives and History, the South Caroliniana Library, the South Carolina Historical Society, the
Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture, and the Special Collections of
Clemson University, located in the Strom Thurmond Institute. In addition to these larger
repositories, many counties and towns have local historical societies or library collections
containing primary source material. Treasure Trove documents come from the State Archives and
South Caroliniana. The State Archives preserves South Carolina public documents, including
state and local government records — land plats and deeds, registered wills, federal census
returns, and service/ pension records of South Carolina soldiers can be found at the State
Archives. The Archives does not generally hold collections of newspapers or personal documents
such as letters and diaries kept by individual citizens. Such items may be found at South
Caroliniana.

While the Treasure Trove consists mostly of printed materials, these are not the only forms
that primary sources take. Museum artifacts, such as those found at the State Museum or the
Charleston Museum, are primary sources. Physical places, such as historic buildings and
battlefields (e.g. Drayton Hall, The Big Apple, Cowpens National Battlefield), provide sources of
primary historical evidence. Art can be interpreted as primary documentation of the past. Such
sources can be “read” in much the same way as words. Most exciting, cultural institutions stand
ready to share their resources and their passion for history with teachers and students. The thrill
of discovery awaits! Enjoy.

D CREDITS

Primary sources were collected, cited, and annotated by John Christiansen and Katie Johnson,
Graduate Research Assistants for Teaching American History in South Carolina.

The documents herein are provided courtesy of the South Carolina Department of Archives and
History and South Caroliniana Library.

CD designed by Tim Belshaw, South Carolina Department of Archives and History.

Questions about Teaching American History in South Carolina can be directed to
Marshall Angle 803-896-6218 angle@scdah.state.sc.us
Donald Stewart 803-896-6224 stewart@scdah.state.sc.us

Teaching American History in South Carolina is administered by the South Carolina Department of
Archives & History, 8301 Parklane Road, Columbia SC 29223

This project was funded by the United States Department of Education, Office of Innovation and
Improvement, award # $215X010282-01.

To learn more about Teaching American History in South Carolina, and to see teacher-created lessons
and other exciting resources go to www.teachingUShistory.org
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Tillman, Benjamin. Inaugural address of B.R. Tillman, Governor of South Carolina, Delivered
at Columbia, 5.C., December 4, 1890. Columbia, S.C: James H. Woodrow, 1890. Books
Division, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

Following Reconstruction and Wade Hampton’s Redemption, Ben Tillman was elected
Governor. Though a Democrat, Tillman espoused Populist reform ideas, which resonated with
poor and middle class white South Carolinians. In his inaugural address, Tillman made known
his views on the “important questions agitating the public mind.” In particular, Tillman
discussed the “triumph of democracy and white supremacy.”

. “The Black Flag Once More.” Charleston News and Courier. 7 Feb. 1895. Newspapers on

microfilm, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

Responding to South Carolina’s 1895 Republican convention, “The Black Flag Once More”
addresses race relations, claiming that white men must remain united to retain power. The
author feared that any cooperation between races within party politics would be detrimental
to white dominance.

. “The Race Question.” Charleston News and Courier. 7 Feb. 1895. Newspapers on

microfilm, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

South Carolina’s 1895 Constitutional convention disenfranchised South Carolina’s African
American majority. Writing against the coming tide of Jim Crow legislation, this letter to the
editor argued for African American representation in state government based on the
framework of “no taxation without representation.”

. “The Negro in South Carolina.” Charleston News and Courier. 14 Feb. 1895. Newspapers

on microfilm, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

This letter, written by the author of “The Race Question,” is a rebuttal to the editor’s response
to the “The Race Question.” In “The Negro in South Carolina” the author tried to clarify some
of his statements, which were apparently misinterpreted by the editor of the paper.

b INDUSTRIAL CAPITALISM MATURES

5.

6.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Charleston, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1884, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Charleston, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1888, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Charleston, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,

1942, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Columbia, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company, 1884,

South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.
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9. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Columbia, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company, 1888,

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.
10.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Columbia, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1898, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Greenville, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1884, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Greenville, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1888, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Greenville, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1898, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

The Sanborn Fire Insurance Company mapped cities across the nation in order to help
underwriters determine insurance risks. Sanborn maps showed structure types as well as
building materials and other features. While the maps were useful for insurance purposes in
the past, today they reveal aspects of a city’s history. Historians research Sanborn maps and
city directories to connect people and places in the past. Comparing maps across various
years shows how cities developed over time. Such research often indicates cultural change as
historians explore the historical footprints left by the maps. The South Carolina maps
included here illustrate urban development in diverse regions of the state: South Carolina’s
lowcountry, midlands, and upstate.

D.T. Crosby, Freedmen’s Contract, 14 Apr. 1867, Manuscripts Division, South
Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

In 1867 D.T. Crosby contracted with five freedmen to provide farm labor. This contract
details the conditions of work and payment expected by both the employer and employees.
Both the original document and a printed transcription are included.

Singleton Family Papers, Freedmen’s Contract January 1867, Manuscripts Division,
South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

A contract created by Cle Singleton includes a list of freedmen in his employment. The
contract is connected to Kensington Mansion, and represents significant people in the site’s
history. The agreement details job descriptions, expectations and compensation.



i‘» JIM CROW Primary Source Documents

Inaugural address of B.R. Tillman
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3. R. TITLLILM AN,

GOVERNOR OF SOUTH CAROLINA,

DELIVERED AT

COLUMBIA, 8. G., DECEMBER 4, 1890.

COLUMBIA, 8. C.
JAMES H. WOODROW, STATE PRINTER.
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Inaugural address of B.R. Tillman

INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

Gentlemen of the General Assembly : 1t is seldom in the history of
politics that a man is so honored asT am. Itiscustomary to perform
the ceremony of inauguration in public, but only once before, that I
am aware, has it been necessary in South Carolina to hold it in the
open air in order to let the people see. To the lurge number of my fel-
low-citizens who have done me the honor to come as witnesses of this
impressive ceremonial, T can only say, in simple words, I thank you.
To the people I owe my election, after a most memorable canvass.
To the people only I owe allegiance, and to the people I pledge loyal
scrvice. This is no mere holiday occasion. The citizens of this great
commonwealth have, for the first time in its history, demanded and
obtained for themselves the right to choose their Governor, and I, as
the exponent and leader of the revolution which brought about the
change, am here to take the solemn oath of office, and enter upon
the discharge of its onerous dutics. Before doing this, it is proper,
and usage make its obligatory on me, to make known my views and
opinions on the important questions agitating the public mind, and
to show wheve and how reforms are needed and can be wrought.

With such an audience as this. sympathetic and enthusiastic, I
might, if I were an orator, attempt to play upon your feelings, and
win applause by flights of what some call eloquence ; but which sensi-
ble people consider as “glittering generalities,”—tbe tinsel and brass
buttons of a dress parade meaning nothing and worth nothing. Tho
responsibilities of my position, the reliance of the people upon my
leadership, the shortness of our Legislative session (one-fourth of
which is already gone), ulike demand the display of practical states-
manship and business methods. We are met to do the business of
the people,—not to evolve beautiful theories, or discuss ideal govern-
ment. We come as reformers, claiming that many things in the
Government are wrong, and that there is room for retrenchment and
reduction of taxes. Our task is to givo the people better govern-
ment, and more efficient government, as cheaply as is possible. We
must, however, never lose sight of the fact that niggardliness is not
always economy. The people will pay even more taxes than at
present if they know those taxes are wisely expended, and for their
benefit.

Before I proceed to discuss, in plain, straightforward fashion, the

>
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legislation I shall ask you to consider, I desire to congratulate you
upon the signal victory achieved by the people at the recent clection.
Democracy, the rule of the people, has won a victory unparalleled in
its magnitude and importance, and those whose hearts were troubled
as they watched the trend of national legislation in its unblushing
usurpation of wuthority, its centralizing grasp upon the throats of the
States, its abject surrender to the power of corporate money and
class interests—all such must lift up joyful hearts of praise to the
All-Ruler, and feel their faith in the stability of our republican insti-
tutions strongthened. In our own State, the triumph of Democracy
and white su'l):'ema(-.y over mongrelism and anarcby, of civilizution
over barbarvism, has been most complete. And it is gratifying to note
the fact, that this was attended by a political phenomenon which was
a surprise to all of us.  Our colored fellow citizens absolutely refused
to be led to the polls by their bosses. "The opportunity of having
their votes freely cast and honestly ¢ounted, which has been claimed
i8 denied the negroes, caused scavcely a ripple of excitement among
tbhem. They quictly pursued their avocations, and left the conduct
of the election to the whites. Many who voted, cast their ballots for
the regular Domocratic ticket, and the consequence is, that to-day
there is less race prejudice and race feeling between the white men
and black men of South Carolina than has existed at any time since
1868.

The dismal experiment of universal negro suftrage, inspired by hate
and a cowardly desire for revenge; the rotten government built upon
it and propped with bayonets; tho race antagonism which bluzed up
and is still alive; the robbery under the form of taxation; the riot
and debauchery in our legislative bhalls and in our capital; the pros-
titution and impotence of our courts of justice while rape, arson, and
murder stalked abroad in open daylight; the paralysis of trade; the
stagnation of agriculture; the demoralization of society; the igno-
rance, the apathy, the despair which followed and brooded over the
land—all these things have we endured and survived. Nearly a
quarter of a century has ‘passed since the two peoples who occupy our
territory were taught to hate vach other. The carpet-bag vampires
and baser native traitors who brought it about and have kept it
alive for their own sinister purposes are nearly all gone There
never was any just reason why the white men and .black men of
Carolina should not live together in peace and harmony. Our inter-
ests are the same, and our future, whether for weal or woe, cannot be
divoreced. The negro was a staunch friend and faithful servant dur-
ing the war, when there was every opportunity to glut upon our
wives und children any batred or desire for revenge. He had none. 4
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There is not a single instance on record of any disloyalty to his
master's family during that trying and bloody period. The recollec-
tion of this fact should make us charitable towards him for the ex-
cesses to which be was excited by the opportunity, example, and in-
stigation of bhis white leaders during the durk days I have just
depicted. His conduct in the recent political campaign shows that
he has begun to think for himself and realizes at last that his best
friends and safest advisers are the white men who own the land and
give him employment. When it is clearly shown that a majority of
our colored voters are no longer imbued with the Republican idea,
the vexed negro problem” will be solved, and the nightmare of a re-
turn of negro domination will haunt us no more. Cannot I appeal
to the magnanimity of the dominant race? Cannot I pledge in your
behalf that we white men of South Carolina stand ready and willing
to listen kindly to all rcasonable complaints? to grant all just rights
and safe privileges to these colored people? that they shall have
equal protection under the law and a guarantee of fair tréatment at
our hands ?

That the colored people have grievances, it is idle to deny. That
the memory of the wrongs and insults heaped upon the whites by the
blacks during their eight years’ rule has provoked retaliation and
often injustice, is truec. It was natural and inevitable. But wo owe
it to ourselves as a Christian people; we owe it to the good name of
our State which has been blackened thereby, and its prosperity re-
tarded, that these things should be stopped. The whites have absolute
control of the State Government, and we intend at any and all baz-
zards to retain it. The intelligent exercise of the right of suffrage, at
once the highest privilege and most sacred duty of tbe citizen, is as
yot beyond the capacity of the vast majority of colored men. We
deny, without regard to color, that ““all men are created equal ;" it is
not true now and was not true when Jetferson wrote it, but we can-
not deny, and it is our duty as the governing power in South Caro-
lina to insure, to every individual, black and white, the “right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

With all the machinery of the law in our hands, with every de-
partment of the Government—Executive, Legislative, and Judicial —
held by white men: with white juries, white Solicitors, white Sheriffs,
it is simply infamous that resort should be had to lynch law, and that
prisoners should be murdered because the people have grown weary
of the law’s delay and of its inefficient administration. Negroes have
nearly always been the victims; and the confession is a blot on our
eivilization. Let us see to it that the finger of scorn no longer be

b pointed at our State because of this deplorable condition of affairs.
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Charleston News and Courier, 7 February 1895

The.Black Flag Once Blore

Yesterday in Columbia tvas held the
first live Hepublican Convention that
Fnuth Camllnn hnu witnessod for nearly A
rCOT® ‘of yenrs. In tha diviaion of the
white people of this State the, Republiean
lenders ree their opportunity, and they
-hato been quick to selze it.. The address
“which they have sent out is plausible and
ndroit. It is calculated at once to aronne
the negroea and to lull the white man into
f fnlne senke of secnrity. Its atavement of
the race situntion as an element of the
political problem s as ingenlons as it In
fallnclonr,

The Republfean address represonts tho
colored people as the patient roclplmh of
all manncr 6f Wronga ah the. Lands of the
white people;, whonre clinrged with hreak-
ing falth with them and depriving them
of thelr eivil rigbhts«antd with tbe Inteut to
renderthem ever hercAfter poawarliesd to ns-
gert those rights, yet thereld declared to be
no nttempt to overthrow white supremney,
no Republienn or colored enndidates nre

hundred and ninety-nine thonsandths of
whom are eolored, nre ndvised to vote for
thore white men swhom they can best
trunt,

Now, we take it that the futelligent
white people of this State have no desire
to fmpose upon the negroes, nor do thay

wonder thnt the colored people. should
quk at, the coming Constitutional Con”
verition from n racial standpolint nnd reck
to accomplirh what they think best for
théir race. WBiit the white pegple must be

put forwned, but the epublicans, nine.

permitted likewlse to look at_ It fromn
raelal-standpolnt  and bhe expeeted to do
wlint they think best for the white race.
WL it he best from that paoint of view
that. the delegates to_the Constitutlonal
Convention owe their electlon excluslvely
to ‘white men, or that they shnll owe it to
white men nlded hy negroes!? Can nny
white man hesitate ns to the anawer?

Are all or n mnjority of ‘the white psople
of Soiith Caroling ready to rally round the-
pollr, cheek by jowl with our colored fellow
citlzens, on n footing of perfect equnllty,

‘and choose the heat men for tho Conven-

tion, regnrdlers of ocolor or political preju-
dice # Certainly nott Tlowever desirable
auch a politienl millennium may bhe from.n
purely ahatrnct point of view, it does not
cxlet, This election_must- bo elther the
white man on one alde and the negro on
the other, or some white men on one sldé
and the negroes nnd "some white men on
theother. In the Intter ease what will be
the result? In cur hiumble oplnion the
white men who have negro nlliea wil] bo
benten out of thuir booth. Dut uuppunlpu.
that the white mon and thelr nvnm.nlilen
should win. What tlien * Wonld there
over bo peace In South Carolina with'a
patty In power that depends on the negroes
for Its mnjority #

It im an ugly dllemma, but we had as
well faco It once for all, Leét the Couven-
tion be a white man’a Convention out nned
out, elected and mupported by the white
peoplé of the Stata - We enn  trust white
-men-to do right by the inferlor race, but
wo cannot trust the inferior race with
nower nver thd whita man.
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Charleston News and Courier, 7 February 1895

[ o N e e e e S TP S R S R
Il BAOE QURSTION.
. pbedk
A Denire for Better Feeling Among all
the People of the Seath.

To the Fdltor of The News and Courler:
Please give space In your columns for a _few
thougbts ‘npon the all-absorbing question of
the pegro of Bouth Carolina in politica. There
ir but or e equable way to solve that vexed

U

E}urnl jon.and that §a by mc‘ent'lnﬂ the suggse-

on of the Golored Men's Ceuncll of January
J1 o granting to the colored race reprosenta-
tjon du the different departments of the Gov-
ernment. No raceof people will ever rest con-
tented under the burden of taxation without
renresentation,

‘'be CounstHutional Conventlon may elimi.
nate the colored race entirely from palitias,
liut as lJopg ae they are taxpayors ALA subject
to all the publlodoties of the nation they will
never be contented. - It ia unrensouable to
expect them to be. ‘‘Taxation without repre-
sentationis tyrnvny’ and no reopla will sub-«
mit to 1t cpntentedly. ' The colorad race forms
s very Inrge part of the people of the Atate,
and to talk of taking away his (ranchinefis
simply to perpetuate that spirit of unreat and
dizrcontontment, which is not a desirable con-
dition, nor tn the interest or welfare of
the ‘Btate, .when such a state of aflairs
could he amicably rettled to.the interest of
both races by simmply rdopting a plan of glving
thie colored pwElah representation, if 1t is
Flm})ly based on the nmoont of tnxens they pay
it the seyeral counties of this State. We, nan
race haye no ambitlon to rule, we know thiat
intellizgence and wealth will rale,

Could not the white and oolored people of
thedifferent counties mutually agree on B0me
basjs of representation for the colored pesple,
and let peace and contentment reign amnw; us
ipstend of gtrife and oonfoslon? **What
eayeth thou 7 Elther do this or send them
A .-r- Bu E. Prlmﬂﬁ.

e
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THR NPOQKO 1IN ROUIR CAROLINA,
e e "

I len for Niack aud Whits In this Rintns
to Work Togethar no Matiar what 1lap-
pens Im Other Riaten, "

To the Edlior of The Nawas and Crlery
Faving read yonr bditorial.on ry letter of
Sih Inet, | begspace in your tolumng to deflns
my porition elearly on that mubject. The el
lor thinkn that our views on the race question
“are ton reetrinted,” The negroes lo Soith
Carollpapollties, not the vegro of *he Unltad
stntes, vornt noy olher connkry, 13 (na snn-
jeer. The auliject was not tntendmd to hacon-
pidered from A natiomal nor partisap stand-
yolot, hint striotly from n loexl And non-par-
tisan point of vlew. Asn son of =outl Carn-
lina, and an one Identifed with that unfortu.
ety 1he colered, race, [ aneak not for thy nn-
wrece of thio natlon. We desire to deal atrlet!'y
withonr own Infernal affalrs, Aod the g ies-
tion abore nll ather gqueations.with the colored
1eaple of Bouth Caralina 1a: " axation wirn-
out repreeentaclon.’  Is (L right? T4t Juat?

Crn onr contemporary producs aoy Inatance
In the history ef the world whero =uch 4
form of gusérnment whas aileeensful? Ve
will not mtop here to quole history, hint
In onn care that mtanda  out a4 prosd
ivlident of thes [nlelly of such Auntocritle
[mm-r, namele, the Act of [Parliamont In
axlng the cajonles withont givineg Lhem
representation. YWhat was the reault every
schnolhoy knowe., Althongh tha peopls or
race npon whom ench oulrAgen MAY hn por-
prirated may feem to he Intarior or In tha
minority, that does not jnatliy theact, aa it hasg
been proven the eolured peopls of Houlh
Carolinasre tnxpayera, They pay thelr taxes
panll other cit)zone, and asateh aek {0F repre-
rentintlon.

AW hat the eolored peoplenf other Rtates do [t
Imwith them, Wearatiying to elear the misl
from hefore vaand should we sncoeed In -
premaing oor friendsof thelr wrongy npan n4
as citirena nud a change lor the betwecshnold
setin, then we mlght il & helping hand to
our brethren of other Riates, not. antll then,
The peepln of Houth Usrelina need not do
wrong becaure others da wroug, The edloor
remmarks that “the neeross have been Lilent -
fedl with the Repnblenn pareky for nearly a
third of a cenntory. Tooy have o rapreannt .
tlon whether on the hasla af numjers or af Lthoe
ammount of texes Lhey puy #van hftha diffarant
depmitments of the Qoavernment of tant party,

a | palil aboye, wo are not ill-cus<ing the
tubject on party Hnes, bat strioty npon Lo -

pilnciple of rlght, "mitrignt for nny unrty ol

men to take away the Goo-glvan righin ol nny

olher raceof peaple who have slawn nno i

pes it lon whnatover to abnaso mpnh rlhghts?  Wan

will remingd 1he editor, howevsr thar The el
nredd preple mhio desired o nm!ln:n whin the

Limocrntle prrety ot thia Hiatn have heon

drivin off under *uch gestrictions that they

dopot il ve 1o be poanly, nameaely, thy Iavas
governlrg the prlimary As to colarad mn -

— cee e =l s Bilee phe w

Charleston News and Courier, 14 February 1895

crafp. Thw edltor further remark4: "In th o«
conuntry It s not A queation of how ta divide
peprerentatlon eganlly with him, hal s
most easlly andd manrely to exelwde him from
peprerentation. Wanrn not makine ths ean
dlilopa, but siating them as waeen them "

Theatmes qquoiatinn, nodonh ia tha nolelt
of the Fouth, Ldesire 1o ask here, s the S)uth
LéneNtedd Ly encha Apirit? JLla A poorrale
that wen't work two waye, 1l a paoplo wili
allow themaelves ta do wrong, thare 13 no
hounde sct fathele wrong Anlnags, and nn raee
or reople exempt from such wrones, Tileg nit
anrilon Isprovnn right Yhere In onr mida (.
dav. LAttle did the whlte peop'e of this Stnra
thinkthat the obnnxtons electinn Inwsof this
HBiale, eracted esp ecinllp for the colired race,
would T emiplored- wiramd_rchitn mn of
thelr Mbertien, Bnt Lins ILnot peen dona?

A bromder and more lbharal rantimant. and
honert denalingy tnward all men I wlhiat wao
need in Bouth Uarolina nod the whle =oufth,
The coloredd man 1a hearée! he Adld-not onme ol
himeeli: he waer ntolen atd bronght here and
rold me nrlave by tha white men, [le sarvml
tbem e nn aox, hy his steong s thanataral
rcronroens ol thian H.ate have basn developed,
He fell o the foreet and dammed ths swamps,
and struggled on through miny years af tnr-
moil and eorrow natll bla change came. His
char ge crme, e waa nnt annt, hick to his nne-
tive home, nor colanlzad as pabllce wards of
the natinn ns were the Indinoe, but endomed
with eltlzroehlp and called upan to do all tha
publie dutleaof tha Binte. \We tharelore ap-
peal to the Jnetlee loving white proplo ot the
*tate, whn were yonreaslves the reciplenty of
l'tke wromgn A little more than a huntdrod yoara
Ag0. to ennelder nur motdest requeat.

Sheeditor further remarka: “Whathar tha
negtoee will bo contant to aceespt these condl.
tlous ¢ f thelr atay In this eounrry, or will )
anay to make ncountry and polities of ther
owp, I8 not for us tneay. Wenreof the np'n.
tun, however, that nno other raco oh earth that
made Any pretensions to ealf.respect, Inee-
pendenens nrd manhood wonld atay.t’s [0 tha
rditor of The News and Uaurler wlll consn't
Lin bistorical facultles he will bn remindsd
that the negro, abant thirty years Ao, WHS
turned lovre wilthout A coponer, nt AR much ne
mname, nnd AR & natnral reanll ho 1a e
pellid toatay untll he ahall have apenmoint:
noentf fMclent for M trnnaparintion to his
patlve bomo of romna othor conntry whers hn
can exiat ns n freeman, unliss there 14w
change for better fecllugs townrd hlm In Lhos
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25 miles up the bayou. This gives me 2000 A. arable land in one body with
1800 A. now under the plow.** I found I could not buy cane to supply my
sugar house hence this change. I now have land enough, and where it can all
have my personal attention. The present indications favor a large crop on my
places, and if they hold out I shall have to increase my evaporating apparatus
somewhat during the summer. I will have to be here until about July 1st after
that time 1 have no plans but think my trip in the summer may take in New
England. . . .**

A Free LaBorR CONTRACT, 1867
EDITED BY JESSIE MELVILLE FRASER

This article of agreement' between D. T. Crosby and five freedmen
offers an illuminating record of the economic transition through which
landowners and agricultural laborers passed during the “tragic era” in
South Carolina. Obviously the contract was retroactive. Although its
terms were to cover the provision of supplies and tools and the regula-
tions of agricultural work for the calendar year, January 1, 1867, to
January 1, 1868, it is not dated on the first of those dates but on April
14, 1867, the beginning of the agricultural year and a natural season in
which landowner and “hands” could come to terms.* Whether or not
Crosby’s dating of his contract in April was unique or typical can only
be ascertained by comparison with similar contracts that may be found.
It is quite possible that he had “carried” these laborers on the plantation

42 In February, 1884 (see letter dated May 4, 1884), Thompson purchased an adjoin-
ing plantation. The Thompson Papers do not contain the previous letter of which he
writes.

43 The correspondence of Thompson and Woodman ended with the death of the
latter on March 30, 1889.

1 The manuscript of this contract came into the hands of Mrs. David R. Flenniken of
Columbia, South Carolina, a native and former resident of Fairheld County. Some years
before her death Mrs. Flenniken gave it to the editor. Spelling, capitalization, and punc-
tuation have been accurately reproduced; the indentation of paragraphs represents the only
editorial liberty assumed. On the back of the manuscript are two memoranda that appear to
have been made in the handwriting of the agreement. The first, "Contract 1867," is written
in ink; the second, in pencil, consists of a sum of nine figures, "216.16, 118.93, 618.24,
86.10, 86.24, 206.04, 4.50, 84.54, 67.36," totalling "1488.11.”" It would be enlightening
to know whether they represent monthly expenditures made by Crosby in sustaining his
side of the contract from April through December, 1867,

2 The dates of this agreement place it between the ratifications of the Thirteenth and the
Fourteenth amendments to the Constitution of the United States.
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through the preceding winter and expected to do it again in the winter
of 1867-1868, after the crops were harvested. Following the terms of
the contract, Dink and Barnet (adults), and Dal, Wade, and John
(minors), made their marks at the places designated respectively for

them.

State of South Carolina
Fairfield District

Article of agreement® between D. T. Crosby and the following freedmen
whose names are hereunto attached.

1st The Said freedmen agree to hire their time as labourers on the planta-
tion of D. T, Crosby from Jan 171867 to Jan 1=1868 to conduct themselves
faithfully, honestly, civilly and diligently, to perform all labor on Said planta-
tion, or such as may be connected therewith that may be required by the Said
D. T, Crosby nor to leave the premises during working hours, without the con-
sent of the proprictor. The Said freedmen agree to perform the daily tasks
hitherto usually allotted on Said plantation.* In all cases where tasks can not
be assigned they agree to labor diligently ten hours a day.

For every days labor lost by absence, refusal or neglect to perform the daily
task or labor Said servants shall forfeit fifty cents (50cts) If absent voluntarily
or without leave, two dollars a day. if absent more than one day without leave
to be subject to dismissal from the plantation and forfeiture of Share in the
crop or wages as the case may be.

Said freedmen agree to take good care of all utensils tools or implements
committed to their charge and to pay for the same if injured or destroyed
also, to be kind and gentle to all work animals under their charge and to pay
for any injury which they may sustain while in their hands through their
carelessness or neglect.

They agree to be directed in their labor by the foreman, to obey his orders,
and that he shall report all absences, neglect refusal to work or disorderly con-
duct to the employer Said employer agrees to treat his employees with justice
and kindness, and to divide the crop with them in the following proportions,
viz, Dink and three boys gets a portion of the crop one-third of the corn peas
and potatoes gathered and prepared for market, and one-third nett proceeds of

2 The agreement is reminiscent of European manorial arrangements. See "A Manor of
the Fourteenth Century, A. D. 1307, in Edward P. Cheyney (ed.), "English Manorial Doc-
uments,” in University of Pennsylvania, Tranrlations and Reprints From The Original
Sowrces of Emropean History, 111 (Philadelphia, 1902), No. V, 7-11. See also, Henri
Pirenne, Economic and Social Hittory of Medieval Eurape (New York, 1937), 63-65, and
Rowland E. Prothero (The Right Honorable Lord Ernle), Emglish Farming, Past and
Present (London, 1912), 35. For contemporary problems of economic interdependence of
the two races in South Carolina, see Governor Duncan Clinch Heyward's historical mem-
oir, Seed From Madagascar (Chapel Hill, 1957), Chap. XVIL.

4 Suggestive of the phrase, “the custom of the manor.”
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the ginned cotton or its market value, and Dink agrees to pay Barnet fifty five
dollars in currency and a pair of shoes at the end of the year Dink also agrees
to furnish, Barnet, with one peck of meal 2 14 Ibs of meat a week during the
year... ..
And I further agree to give Dink (one fifth) of the wheat crop harvested
by them.

Said employer agrees to furnish animals, and to feed them, also waggons
carts, plantation implements such as cannot be made by the laborers on . . .
the plantation. All violations of the terms of this contract, or of the rules and
regulations of the employer, may be punished by dismissal from the plantation
with forfeiture of his or her share of the crop or wages, as the case may be.

The employer or his agent shall keep a book, in which shall be entered all
advances made by him, and fines and forfeitures for lost time, or any cause,
which book shall be received as evidence in same manner as merchants books
are now received in Courts of Justice, and shall have a right to deduct from
the share of each laborer all his or her fines and forfeitures also all advances
made by him.

The laborer shall not sell any agricultural products to any person whatever
without the consent of the employer until after the divission of the crops.

The laborer shall commence work at sunrise and be allowed from one to
two hours each day for their meals, according to season of the year.

Witness our hands &c this

14 April 1867

Samuel Price § his
Dink % mark
makes
his
Barnet X mark
makes
his
Dal ¥ mark
ma]c{es]
his
Minors ] Wade > mark
makes
his
John X mark
makes

5 Either a notary or a witness, pethaps the overseer,
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